
 

  

 

16th July 2026 

Dear friends, 

Young Adults at General Synod –2026 Elections 

I hope like me you have appreciated the difference that the 5 co-opted young adults have made to our time 
together at General Synod, both over recent days in York, and in February in London. They have spoken and led 
worship well, and established themselves within the wider Synod community through networking, fringe events, 
prayer and reflection. It has been a joy for us to walk alongside them, seeing them grow in their faith, and discern 
a deepening call to serve the Church in this way.  

I am writing to ask you to help us build on this great start by 
proactively encouraging young adults in your Diocese to stand 
for the forthcoming elections. We have a vision that the number 
of young adults would grow through our elections from the 5 
now co-opted to 30 under-30s. We invite you to join us in 
praying for this in boldness and confidence. 

 

 

 

 

Many dioceses have already been part of our development 
programme over recent months, supporting and encouraging 
their nominated young adults towards the courageous step of 
standing. We are hearing great examples of confidence built, 
skills increased, faith grown and decisions supported.   

Now in the short time that remains before 7 September, we would love to encourage you to give further thought 
to who you might specifically encourage to take that step. You will be well placed to make those connections, 
alongside diocesan staff with responsibility for this area. If helpful, our National Society team are ready to support 
interested Young Adults in preparing for the process – this can be arranged through completion of General Synod 
Young Voices - Registering Interest form, or please contact Stephen Beamond, Head of Younger Leaders directly 
at stephen.beamond@churchofengland.org  

To support you in this, we’ve shared below a couple of very simple overviews that could easily be used, either to 
share directly with young adults yourself, or for connections through parishes or diocesan staff.  

With gratitude for your ongoing partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 


